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Welcome and Happy New Year! This 
spring semester has been an explosion 
of activity and our Student Affairs 
Newsletter hopes to encapsulate a few 
memorable moments and we “inform and 
celebrate”.  

In this issue, we reflect on the historic 
contributions which the African American 
community have made in the US by 
highlighting the plethora of events which 
transpired throughout the month of 
February.  

Through our continued passion for 
student success, we highlight our new 
robust Academic Resource Center 
programming and other upcoming 
important information in the Mighty Lion 
Bulletin!

If you have celebrations to share, please 
submit selections to the Office of Student 
Affairs. Enjoy!

-Jinny Oh, Ed.D. 
Dean of Student Affairs

Cultural Events

Black History Month 
Join Us   

Often, history is reduced to a collection of a few memorable moments and 
events. Historically in America, African Americans have been excluded from 
having there narrative told. As can be expected, this form of exclusion was 
the launching pad for Dr. Carter G. Woodson, acclaimed historian and author, 
to establish Negro History Week in 1926. This tradition evolved into Black 
History Month in 1976. It is believed that Dr. Woodson selected the month 
of February because February 12th was Abraham Lincoln’s birthday and 
February 14th was the accepted birthday of Frederick Douglass.

As a Historically Black Graduate Instituition, the Department of Student 
Affairs and Office of the President, honored the collective contributions of 
African Americans by acknowledging Black History Month with a series of 
celebratory events. These events served as an opportunity to explore the 
creative and intellectual elements of the African American narrative which 
included: an Opening Celebration with keynote by Dr. Deborah Prothrow-
Stith, African American Cinema Week, Food Celebration, and Closing with Dr. 
Carlisle’s Book Discussion event.

Let’s take a look back and celebrate each of the events with a CDU picture 
collage-Black History Month Edition!
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 Provost Corner

Steve O. Michael, PhD.

Dr. Steve Michael has a Twitter 
account!  So, head on over to 
Twitter and tweet a welcome to 
our Provost!  

His username is: @CDUProvost 

He’d love to connect with you!

It is hard to believe that Spring Break is almost here!  
To those students preparing for their mid-term 
examinations, we wish them the very best and also 
the best of luck to those travelling during the break.  

We continue to use this Newsletter to inform the 
community and celebrate achievements of our 
students and faculty.  Bravo to our Mervyn M. 
Dymally School of Nursing for rapidly turning the 
NCLEX first time pass rates around.  

Cohort 9 completed their program with 89.6% 
first time pass rates.  Cohort 10 has 83% first time 
pass rates already with 4 students yet to sit for the 
examination.   You may be aware that each Cohort is 
striving for 100% pass rate.  

The students have compelled me to pledge to dance 
publicly for the first cohort to accomplish 100% pass 
rate.  I have given them my promise provided the 
selection is from Motown classics.     

Please join me in CONGRATULATING the 
following newly minted Registered Nurses:

1. Ayah Bitar

2. Jonathan Bowen

3. Gertrude Cox

4. Hazel Mary Danggoec

5. Katarina Nguyen

6. Peter Oziegbe

7. Kassia Valverde

8. Onike Williams

Please note that I now have a twitter:                     
@CDUProvost.  I will be sharing important news 
with those who subscribe. 

Steve O. Michael, PhD

CDU Proud Provost
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Warm skies cascaded over thousands of people who lined the streets of South Los Angeles 
to view what is noted to be the nation’s largest parade to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.  This year’ theme was, “Now More Than Ever, We All Must Work Together.” 
Mighty Lions came out in force to participate along with members of the executive 
management team including Dr. David Carlisle, CDU President and CEO and Dr. Steve 
Michael, CDU Provost and Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs. Our beloved 
mascot Drew: The Mighty Lion, even joined the celebration. Dr. King was a great advocate 
for all form of equality, including health equality. 

To view the CDU parade footage please go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxVvW-
RiuPs 

32nd Annual Kingdom Day Parade

CDU 2nd Annual Presidents Breakfast

The Office of Student Affairs invited 
several student leaders to join them 
as they attended the 2nd Annual 
Presidents Breakfast on February 9, 2017 
at the Marina del Rey Marriott Hotel. As 
panelists from across the country shared 
and explained the intricate nuisances 
associated with access today, students, 
staff, and guests fellowshipped over 
breakfast and the beautiful view of 
the Santa Monica morning fog.  From 
inspired words to thoughtful Q&A, 
participants were engaged throughout 
the morning program.  After breakfast 
concluded, we gathered through 
informal associations and newly acquired 
friendships to continue the thought 
provoking conversation.
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Mighty Lion Bulletin
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5th Annual SON White Coat Ceremony

COM Student at Unity Sunday: Intergenerational Weekend
Holman United Methodist Church hosted Unity Sunday: Intergenerational Weekend on January 29, 2017. The 
Intergenerational Panel Discussion topic was “Living Faith during a Trump Presidency”. The heart of the discussion 
explored how one can develop and practice their faith in light of the vision and values of the Donald Trump 
administration. One of the panelists whose voice was in the discussion was CDU College of Medicine student Yvorn 
Aswad. It was a deeply engaging panel discussion, leaving the listeners with much food for though.  

Traditionally, the white coat ceremony is seen as a rite of passage in ones journey as a health care professional. CDU 
Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing celebrated its 5th Annual White Coat Ceremony on Monday, February 13, 2017 at 
King/Drew Magnet High School. Approximately, over 50 students participated in the tradition: 10 - Entry Level Masters 
Students and 44 Family Nurse Practitioner Masters. The highlight of the event was the recitation of the nursing pledge 
led by Professor Jhocson as it solidified the CDU mission and values students should reflect as students and future health 
care professionals. The event concluded with a dessert reception.    
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Let’s keep in touch!

Visit our website for more information
www.cdrewu.edu/students

Editors: Dr. Jinny Oh and Dakota McMahand
Special thanks to Isidra Person-Lynn and 
Michael Mathis

Department of Student Affairs
Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science

phone: (323) 563-4839
email: studentaffairs@cdrewu.edu

Meet the Team

Being passionate about exploring the creative process 
and its application in society especially within under-
served people groups, Dakota McMahand joined the 
CDU Mighty Lion family February 2016 as Student 
Services Coordinator. 

Prior to joining the CDU she held other positions 
within the non-profit education and creative realm. 
Dakota has worked for the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Cultural Affairs for over six years in 
a plethora of roles ranging from Assistant to the 
Director to Piano Program Coordinator, Special 
Education Instructional Assistant with Long Beach 
Unified School District and Programs Assistant 
for Inner-City Arts, she brings a unique set of 
qualifications to the Retention/Student Success 
Coordinator position.

She received her Associates of Arts Degree in Arts and 
Humanities with honors from El Camino College and 
graduated summa cum laude from California Baptist 
University with a Bachelors of Arts in Interdisciplinary 
Studies with Concentrations in Public Administration. 
Dakota is currently working on her master’s degree 
in Higher Education Administration at the University 
of South Dakota. In her spare time you can find her 
painting, hunting for vinyl, playing piano, or working 
on the Yang Style 24 Tai Chi Chuan form.

For more information on student support services 
offered, please contact the Department of Student 
Affairs at www.cdrewu.edu/students   

Dakota McMahand, 
New Retention/Student 
Success Coordinator

Meet the Team

Michael Mathis, 
New Academic Resource Center Manager
Mr. Michael Mathis, M.Ed.,M.S. joins the Office of Student Affairs team after a 
successful tenure as Financial Aid Specialist in the Office of Financial Aid and 
Scholarships here at CDU!  During his time in Financial Aid, Michael helped to 
deliver holistic student service and the timely administration of federal aid.  Michael 
also helped to support a team recognized by the U.S. Department of Education 
regarding efficiency, aid accountability, and compliance.

Prior to joining CDU, Michael attended Morehouse College before graduating with 
a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Detroit Mercy.  Committing to 
higher education and the pursuit of university administration, Michael received his 
first Master’s degree in higher education (M.Ed.) from the Loyola University Chicago 
and his second Master’s in Fundraising Management (M.S.) from the Columbia 
University in the City of New York.  

Michaels is no stranger to the higher education realm. Before joining CDU, he has 
worked as Regional Director of Enrollment Management at Western Michigan 
University, Director of Recruitment and Outreach at Claremont School of Theology 
and Assistant Director of Admissions at Columbia University in the City of New York. 
With professional administrative experience in enrollment management, student 
support services, and counseling/advising diverse communities, Michael is sure to 
add immediate value to our Student Affairs team.

In his role, Michael will be responsible for supporting student success through 
academic enrichment programs, individual advising sessions, and career 
development initiatives. The ARCM will function as an educator and learning 
professional on campus, and as a manger of academic support services including 
learning skills workshops, retention initiatives, counseling services, and writing lab 
programming.

During his free time, Michael enjoys nonfiction reading, movie documentaries, 
and discovering all the city of Los Angeles has to offer.  He is currently pursuing 
his doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.) credentials at Walden University in Public Policy 
Administration.

For more information on student support services offered, please contact the 
Department of Student Affairs at www.cdrewu.edu/students  
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